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Democracy means rule by the
people.
Though these examples set up
(mildly contrived) situations
modulating process, outcomes,

MORE CThdD
and information, the common

thread is that for democracy to

work, the people need the time
and resources to participate. m w uw

print this zine:
https://heat-shield. mUoom\
deconstructing_democracy.html
more zines:
https://heat-shield.space/tag?
zine
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DEMOCRACY

How democratic is your democracy?
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Your community is frying to decide
where 1o build a new park.

SCEDARIO 1@: A community
leader talks fo each of the
others, gathering their thoughts.
After their conversations, the
leader decides to build the park
in a quiet, central location.

SCEDARIO IB: After talking to the
community members, the
leader decides to build the park
right outside their own home on

iod

Y/ WOl Jayln) Uoind0] Mau D
Ul Ing proi ey} pling o} seplosp
leps| 8yl ‘splomislly siybnoyl
lley) Bunsyiob Jequisul
ALUNWWOD YOS O} $Y|0) Iopn9g|
AJUNWWOD V g2 OIRPUIOS

'sieobyiod

0] JeBbupp ay] puo aioybnoloyl
By} JO Ajissaosu 8y}

useMaq PaPIAIP S| AHUNUIWOD
Byl INQ "AMOLIDU SUIM PDOI By |

‘PIdY SI 810N VBT OINPUIOS

the ouftskirts of the community!

The community leader failed to
prioritize the needs of the
community above their own.
Luckily, democratic processes
can provide transparency to reveal
this failure.
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SCENARIO B (cont): Finding the
decision suspect, the rest of the
community members call a
vote, do you support the
proposed spot for the park?

Yes : 1

No | 14

The community's trust broken,
they appoint someone else 1o
make decisions. This also acts as
a preventative measure for other
leaders who might choose to
abuse the community's trust,

Here, voting is c democratic
process that reveals
untrustworthy actors. However, it's
still the responsibility of the
community to hold those
untrustworthy actors accountable.




